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Cardio-Kick Special

$25/Month
Unlimited Classes

Taekwon-Do Special

$69.00 For 2 Months
and FREE Uniform

RED  TIGER

Taekwon-Do 
Cardio-Kick
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 kickboxing)

Various Locations to 
Serve You!

Have You Been Told
You Need IVF?

Chances are you may qualify for one 
of our 8 IVF clinical research trials!

Eligible patients 
can receive IVF at 
a discounted cost 
and/or free IVF 

medications

Contact Eileen at 484-380-4861 or
email daviese@mainlinefertility.com

www.mainlinefertility.com

We can help!
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 A Cuban dancer 
leaps to the 
Pennsylvania Ballet 

 Arian Molina Soca 
will perform in the 

upcoming production 
of “Cinderella.” 

 This Thursday is open-
ing night for the Penn-
sylvania Ballet’s produc-
tion of “Cinderella” at 
the Academy of Music, 
led by artistic director 
Angel Corella. Behind 
the magic of the fairy 
tale is another story of 
hard work, discipline 
and passion that is lived 
by the dancers on a 
daily basis.

For Arian Molina 
Soca, who is performing 
as the Prince, this story 

has an additional chap-
ter — leaving his home 
country of Cuba, for the 
opportunity to dance 
with the Pennsylvania 
Ballet full time. We chat-
ted with the newest star 
in the Philadelphia arts 
scene.

What does “Cinderella” 
mean to you?
The role of the Prince 
is one that I have never 
done before and it’s 
the first time I get to 
perform choreography 
by Ben Stevenson which 
is something that I have 
always wanted to do. I 
really enjoy the chal-
lenge of combining the 
steps with the storyline 
of Cinderella to make 
it all come together for 
the audience. The pas de 
deuxs are beautiful and 

it’s an honor to perform 
them.  

When did you fi rst want 
to be a dancer?
I decided I wanted to 
be a professional ballet 
dancer at 15. I followed 
this famous ballet 
dancer in Cuba, Rolando 
Sarabia. I never saw him 
perform in person, but 
watched him dance in 
videos and followed his 
career. The reason why I 
started ballet is because 
of our neighbors. They 
saw me and went to my 
mother and said, “Your 
son is very talented. You 
should bring him to 
class.”

Was your family 
supportive at fi rst?
My first year in elemen-
tary level — which is 

like basic-level bal-
let — they were not 
supportive. They wanted 
me to be like my older 
brother, who is an engi-
neer, and go to school. 
When I started being 
more serious and doing 
well, they understood.

What was it like to 
grow up in Cuba as 
a dancer? 

It was very hard, espe-
cially because most of 
the time my transition 
was alone. I wasn’t born 
in the capital — I was 
born in a province about 
two hours from Havana. 
I lived very far. When I 
moved to Havana to start 
in the School of National 
Arts, I was only 15 and 
was all by myself. I never 
had my parents. My 

family told me that I 
could do it, and that I 
would be amazing, but 
I did have to do it alone. 
It did help me because 
I felt stronger later on 
when I joined the 
National Ballet of Cuba.
 
From your experience 
in the United States so 
far, how is dancing here 
diff erent from Cuba?

 Arian Molina Soca performs in “Don Quixote” with the Pennsylvania Ballet.   ALEXANDER IZILIAEV
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